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“The coalition has committed to ending 
child poverty by 2020, but its cuts are 
hitting the poorest families hardest. It’s 
not fair that children should have to pay 
for the cuts and shocking that the poorest 
families are bearing the brunt of them. 
Fiona Weir, End Child Poverty campaign  
25 Aug 2010 

 
• In the UK today there are 4 million children 

(nearly 1 in 3) living in poverty – one of the 
highest rates in the industrialised world. 
“Poverty” is defined as 60% (or below) of 
the UK average income after housing costs 
have been paid.  

 
• The Child Poverty Act 2010 required the 

Government to publish a comprehensive 
child poverty strategy no later than 25 
March 2011 and to establish an independent 
Child Poverty Commission to consult on its 
preparation of the strategy. The strategy was 
eventually produced but according to one of 
the UK’s major campaigning organisations 
for children in poverty “the strategy is a long 
way below the standard required by 
Parliament in the Act”.  

 
• As a direct result of cuts in general and 

housing benefits, school meals, increases in 
VAT etc the poorest families will lose most 
of any group - over 5 per cent of their 
household income, at well as facing frozen or 
falling incomes, rapidly rising food, housing 
and fuel prices.  

 
Children and young people with 
disabil it ies  

• There are 770,000 disabled children under 
the age of 16 in the UK (1 child in 20). Many 
initiatives geared to assisting children and 
adults with adults with disabilities and 
learning difficulties to have access to 
education are being cut by local authorities.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
Childcare  

• Changes in tax credits will cost 250,000 
families £35 more per week in childcare 
costs and force many parents out of work.  

 
• Cuts to maternity grants, child benefits, after 
      school clubs and holiday play schemes affect  
      women and our ability to work, especially  
      lone mothers (92% of the total of 1.9 million  
      lone parents) on low incomes. Many now- 
      working mothers will be forced back into  
      staying at home.  
 
• A study by 4Children with the Daycare 

Trust suggests 250 Sure Start centres are 
expected to close, 2,000 will provide a 
reduced service and 3,100 will have a smaller 
budget. Staff at 1,000 Surestart centres have 
been warned about redundancy.  

 
Youth Services  

• Unison – the main union representing youth 
workers has warned of cuts of £100m from 
youth service budgets over the next year, 
with the loss of 3,000 jobs.  

 
• Connexions (formerly the Careers Service) 

has a statutory duty to provide educational 
and career advice to children and young 
people. Some services (including Brighton 
and Hove) have been threatened with 
outright closure. In the South East alone, 
three quarters of local authorities are failing 
to meet their duty for advice and guidance 
services to young people. Legal challenges 
have been initiated by various local 
authorities round the country. 

 
• Voluntary organisations, many of which are 

having their budgets reduced or removed 
often provide essential support to young 
people (for eg young carers for parents).  

 
• The UK still has the highest rate of teenage 

pregnancy in Europe, despite successful 
initiatives by the last Labour government 
(funding now being removed). The Coalition 
proposes to cut sexual health services and 
teenage pregnancy advice centres, with 
predictable consequences.  



 
  
Schools  

• The academies programme has already 
resulted in some of the most “outstanding” 
schools being creamed off the UK state 
system, taking government incentives and 
large parts of their budgets with them. This 
means schools remaining in local authority 
control having even further reduced budgets.   

• Government ministers are openly 
encouraging parents to set up their own 
“free schools”.  

 
"We have seen a fall in the quality of 
Swedish schools since free schools were 
introduced. The free schools are generally 
attended by children of better educated 
and wealthy families, making things even 
more difficult for children attending 
ordinary schools in poor areas." Swedish 
education minister Bertil Ostberg, July 
2010 

 
College or university  

• Under plans announced in October 2010 the 
overall teaching budget for higher education, 
which excluded research funding, is to be cut 
to £4.2 billion from £7.1 billion over the 
next four years – a 40% cut. The further 
education teaching budget will be cut by £1.1 
billion, or 25% over the next four years. 

 
• Spending on apprenticeship and college 

budgets was already reduced by £433 million 
in 2010.  

 
• Nearly 640,000 students took up the 

Educational Maintenance Allowance in 2009-
10. The slashing of the annual budget for the 
EMA (from £560 to £180 million) will 
deprive 100’s of 1,000’s of students of crucial 
state support to participate in further 
education. 

 
• With across the board hikes in tuition fees 

(most universities charging the full £9,000) in 
2012 there are an additional 8,000 
candidates this year (trying to beat the rise) 
chasing the same number of places as last 
year.  

 
• British universities have a long tradition of 

attracting ten’s of thousands of overseas 

students. The Coalition is taking this one 
step further by selling off 10,000 places to 
the highest bidders in other countries in 
order to balance their student loan books. 

 
  Finding employment (or not)   

• In February 2011 the youth unemployment 
rate hit 20.5 per cent, following a 66,000 
increase to 965,000, the highest figures since 
records began in 1992. Many experts are 
very concerned by the increasing number of 
young people who have been out of work 
for a prolonged period of time. 75,000 
people aged 18 to 24 have not had a job for 
two years. This is an increase of 43 per cent 
on a year ago. (the Daily Telegraph)  

 
• These figures pre-date the graduation in 

2011 of 100’s of 1,000’s of young people 
from colleges or universities. One in ten 
graduates from 2010 has never been 
employed and many of those employed are 
in low-paid, part-time jobs. 

 
• Youth employment programmes are being 

frozen or reduced.  
  
Social mobil ity in reverse  
 

"The evidence shows that ending child poverty 
and reducing inequality are the means by which 
we create a society with strong social mobility. 
The Government has put the cart before the 
horse and progress on both child poverty and 
social mobility may go nowhere as a 
consequence."  End Child Poverty Campaign  

 
 
There is little “may” about it. Children and young 
people, the most precious resource of any country, 
represent the future – but not in the eyes of the 
Coalition. Their policies overturn decades of 
progress on improving access and equalities. 
Unforgivably) the hopes and aspirations of millions 
of children and young people are being undermined.  
It does not have to be like this……   
 

 
   
 

join Brighton and Hove Women against the 
Cuts. 

 e-mail bhwac.contact@yahoo.co.uk or write: 
c/o Brighton Peace and Environment Centre, 

39-41 Surrey Street  BN1 3PB 


